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Hong Kong CIES Residency
Program - Business Investment
Hong Kong residence under the New Capital Investment Entrant Scheme: HK$30 million,

with HK$27 million in permissible assets such as listed equities and private funds, plus

HK$3 million in the CIES Investment Portfolio.
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HKD 30,000,000
F A M I L Y

Spouse, children up to age 18
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At a glance

COUNTRY

Hong Kong

ROUTE

Residency by Investment - Business
Investment

MINIMUM INVESTMENT

HKD 30,000,000

FAMILY  MEMBERS

Spouse, children up to age 18

LAST UPDATED

1 October 2026

How the HK$30 million actually splits
The New Capital Investment Entrant Scheme, relaunched on 1 March 2024, is often quoted as a flat HK$30 million. It
is really two components:

Component Amount

Permissible assets of your choosing HK$27 million

CIES Investment Portfolio, held with the Hong Kong Investment Corporation HK$3 million

You must separately show net assets of at least HK$30 million throughout the six months before you apply —
the investment and the net-asset test are two different requirements, and applications fail on the second more often
than people expect.

What counts towards the HK$27 million

Permissible investment asset Cap

Equities listed on the Stock Exchange of Hong Kong, traded in
HKD or RMB

No separate cap

Debt securities listed on the Stock Exchange, or issued or
guaranteed by the HKSAR Government, the Exchange Fund, MTR
Corporation, the Airport Authority or listed companies

No separate cap

Certificates of deposit in HKD or RMB with a maturity of at least 12
months

HK$3 million

Subordinated debt issued by authorised institutions No separate cap

SFC-authorised funds, REITs, investment-linked assurance
schemes and open-ended fund companies

No separate cap

Private open-ended fund companies and limited partnership funds HK$10 million in aggregate

Real estate, residential and non-residential HK$15 million in aggregate, of which residential at most
HK$10 million
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From 1 November 2026, financial assets count only if they are acquired through designated accounts.

How the application runs
1. Net Asset Assessment with the New CIES Office at InvestHK, showing net assets of at least HK$30 million held

throughout the preceding six months.

2. Approval-in-principle from the Immigration Department. You may then stay as a visitor for up to 180 days to
complete the investment.

3. Formal approval, with permission to stay for up to 24 months, followed by extensions of up to three years each
while the Portfolio Maintenance Requirements are met.

4. Permanent residency after seven years of continuous ordinary residence, with a declaration that Hong Kong is
your place of permanent residence.

The New CIES Office does not publish a processing standard, so timelines vary by case. XIPHIAS confirms the current
position before filing.

Why Hong Kong is different for an Indian passport holder
Of the main Asia-Pacific destinations, Hong Kong is the only one where the normal outcome never costs you
your Indian citizenship.

Hong Kong permanent residency is not a citizenship. After seven years of continuous ordinary residence you
become a permanent resident and get a Hong Kong permanent identity card — and you keep your Indian passport,
because nothing has been renounced. Section 9(1) of India's Citizenship Act 1955 only bites when you voluntarily
acquire another citizenship, and HKPR is not one.

The only step that would cost your Indian citizenship is separately naturalising as a Chinese national — a discretionary
process that requires renouncing your foreign nationality anyway. Almost nobody on an investment or talent route does
that.

Compare that with Singapore (citizenship two years after PR) and New Zealand (citizenship after 1,350 days over five
years): both offer real citizenship, and taking it would end your Indian citizenship. Hong Kong gives you the long-term
status without forcing that decision.

Key benefits
Live, work, and study in Hong Kong.

Include spouse and dependent children.

Permanent residency after seven years of continuous ordinary residence.

Hong Kong permanent residency is not a citizenship, so you keep your Indian passport.

Access Hong Kong’s low-tax, business-friendly environment.

Requirements
Aged 18 or over when applying for Net Asset Assessment, with a clean criminal record.

Net assets of at least HK$30 million throughout the six months before the Net Asset Assessment application.

Invest HK$30 million: at least HK$27 million in permissible investment assets plus HK$3 million into the CIES
Investment Portfolio.
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For business exposure, use equities listed on the Stock Exchange of Hong Kong, debt securities of listed
companies, or private open-ended fund companies and limited partnership funds (aggregate cap HK$10 million).

Maintain the investment under the Portfolio Maintenance Requirements; extensions depend on it.

When this route may not fit

Criminal convictions or ongoing investigations.

Insufficient proof of funds or unlawful source of wealth.

False or misleading statements in the application.

Costs and government fees

Programme costs

Item Amount Notes

Permissible investment
assets

HKD 27,000,000 After approval-in-principle. Business exposure is taken through equities
listed on the Stock Exchange of Hong Kong, debt securities of listed
companies, and private open-ended fund companies or limited partnership
funds (capped at HK$10 million in aggregate).

CIES Investment Portfolio HKD 3,000,000 After approval-in-principle. Placed with Hong Kong Investment Corporation
Limited and subject to a lock-up period.

Funds to show

Requirement Amount Notes

Net assets HKD 30,000,000 Held throughout the six months preceding the Net Asset Assessment application; jointly
owned family assets may count towards your share. Document a lawful source of funds.

Document checklist

Identity

Valid passport

Birth certificate

Financial

Bank statements evidencing >= HKD 30M net assets

Investment agreements or share purchase documents

Compliance

Police clearance certificate
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Questions clients ask
Can I include my family?
Yes. Spouse and dependent children can be included in the same application.

Is physical presence required?
No mandatory presence at the application stage. Residence is required to accrue 7 years toward PR.

How long does approval take?
The process runs in stages: Net Asset Assessment with the New CIES Office, approval-in-principle from the
Immigration Department, up to 180 days as a visitor to complete the investment, then formal approval. The New CIES
Office does not publish a processing standard, so timelines vary by case; XIPHIAS confirms the current position before
filing.

Can the investment be in any business?
Only the permissible asset classes published by the New CIES Office count. For business exposure these are equities
listed on the Stock Exchange of Hong Kong, debt securities of listed companies, and private open-ended fund
companies or limited partnership funds (aggregate cap HK$10 million).

What if I exit the investment early?
Extensions are granted only while the Portfolio Maintenance Requirements are met, so disposing of qualifying assets
without keeping the investment at the required level can jeopardise your residence status.

Important notes
The Immigration Department's CIES page (immd.gov.hk) describes the original 2003 scheme at HK$10 million,
suspended since 15 January 2015. Current New Capital Investment Entrant Scheme rules are published by
InvestHK at newcies.gov.hk.

From 1 November 2026, financial assets acquired through accounts that are not designated accounts will not count
towards the investment. Structure the purchase correctly from the start.

Hong Kong permanent residency requires seven years of continuous ordinary residence. It is a residency, not a
citizenship.

Compliance

The New Capital Investment Entrant Scheme requires HK$30 million in total: HK$27 million in permissible assets
plus HK$3 million into the CIES Investment Portfolio held with the Hong Kong Investment Corporation.

You must also show net assets of at least HK$30 million throughout the six months preceding the Net Asset
Assessment application.

From 1 November 2026 only assets acquired through designated accounts count.

Official sources: Hong Kong — New Capital Investment Entrant Scheme (official site); Hong Kong Immigration Department; The Chief
Executive's 2025 Policy Address.
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N E X T  S T E P

Plan your Hong Kong application with
our Dubai team
Tell us about your profile, family and timeline. We will confirm whether Hong Kong CIES

Residency Program - Business Investment fits, set out the full cost in writing and manage

the application with you from start to finish.

C A L L  O R  W H A T S A P P +971 52 727 5101

E M A I L dubai@xiphiasimmigration.com

W E B S I T E www.xiphiasimmigration.ae

O F F I C E Jumeirah Lakes Towers, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

C R E D E N T I A L S

Advising clients on global mobility since 2009; XIPHIAS Immigration DMCC in Dubai since 2017.

Named Best Immigration Consultant by The Times of India in 2022.

Canada files handled by a CICC-licensed Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant, licence R516194.

Australia files handled by a registered migration agent, MARA 1680615.

This brochure is produced from the programme information published at www.xiphiasimmigration.ae/residency/hong-kong/hk-business-investment
as at 1 October 2026. Rules, fees and processing times are set by the relevant government and can change, and approval is always the authority's
decision. Please confirm the current position with us before you apply. XIPHIAS provides immigration consulting and documentation support. It is
not a law firm, and nothing in this brochure is legal advice.


